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MOTION 

Lockout Laws 
Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (6.24 pm): ‘Lockouts in isolation are useless ... Lockouts do 

absolutely zero to take away alcohol-induced violence.’ Does that sound familiar to the member for 
Stafford? He performed a massive backflip. The good Dr Lynham, the member for Stafford, who 
campaigned on this issue to get into this place, has performed a massive backflip. Other members over 
there should perform a backflip too and get rid of the lockout laws.  

If the member for Stafford does not support lockout laws anymore then why should other 
members support them? What more proof do you need? Some members of the government I think can 
see the error of their ways because we know there is at least one minister who has been talking to the 
QHA, the Queensland Hotels Association, taking on board their point of view—and they want to get rid 
of the lockout laws—and pledging that she is going to go into bat for them in cabinet to get rid of the 
lockout laws. We know there is at least one member of that team over there who can see the error of 
their ways. Maybe we could have a few more who see that tonight too. Kate Jones, the Minister for 
Tourism, was at the Queensland Hotels Association awards night recently, saying how great the QHA 
is and how great an industry it is for Queensland. Why doesn’t she stand up for the industry and get rid 
of the lockout laws as well? They are job-destroying laws.  

Labor does not care about destroying jobs in the tourism industry and the hospitality industry. 
The only jobs they care about are the jobs that they have and jobs for their union mates. They are not 
concerned about the hours lost for people who work in bars. They are not concerned about the hours 
lost by university students who do not get extra shifts now. They are not concerned about the lost 
income for businesses and lost income for the entertainment industry because they do not have the 
extra hours to operate in. Labor are not concerned about the impact on jobs in the entertainment 
industry. What about Jobs Queensland? They are concerned about that. They are about the only jobs 
they can create—that bureaucracy, with a nice new shiny office that had for months no policy to create 
any jobs apart from those in that bureaucracy.  

The lockout laws that are coming in on 1 February should be scrapped. We need to build up 
Queensland’s reputation as a world-leading tourism destination, and a 1 am lockout simply does not fit 
with Queensland being a world-class, world-leading tourist destination. Whether it is in Brisbane or on 
the Gold Coast or at Airlie Beach or Cairns or on the Sunshine Coast, people want to enjoy themselves 
and part of that is the night-life. If they go outside a club at 1.05 am to call someone at home or to call 
someone overseas and then they cannot get back in to be with their mates or their family, they are not 
going to have a really good experience in Queensland, are they?  
  

   

 

 

Speech By 

Jon Krause 
MEMBER FOR BEAUDESERT 

Record of Proceedings, 9 November 2016 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20161109_182411
http://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/docs/find.aspx?id=0Mba20161109_182411


  

 
Jonathon_Krause-Beaudesert-20161109-306241275795.docx Page 2 of 2 

 

Instead of locking people out, let us encourage people to go out and enjoy themselves. The 
arbitrary nature of these rules frustrate people and no doubt will cause unintended consequences. 
Concerns have been raised about the safety of security people and the safety of women who go outside 
and are separated from their friends and family and then they have to walk through the Cairns CBD or 
wherever they are unescorted. It is a real safety issue. There are so many faults with these lockout 
laws. If the doctor does not support them, a number of government members do not support them as 
well.  

Honourable members interjected.  
Mr SPEAKER: There is too much cross-chatter. I have been pretty tolerant. We have one more 

speaker after the member for Beaudesert.  
Mr KRAUSE: The government need to get rid of these laws. They do not have enough support. 

There are so many faults. Members do not need to believe me on that. When the committee went to 
Cairns, member for Barron River, the government could not rustle up a single witness to support these 
lockout laws. It was embarrassing. We had the member for Barron River at the hearing, but he skulked 
out because every single witness was opposed to these laws because Cairns has been doing the right 
thing for years—not even the police supported it, not even the medical professionals supported it. In 
fact, the medical professionals gave evidence that most alcohol related violence comes out of the home, 
not the licensed precincts and not the entertainment precincts. Those opposite refuse to accept that 
evidence from the medical professionals.  

The local entertainment industry do not support the lockout laws at all because they have been 
managing their own affairs quite well. For their proactive work in keeping people safe, do they get thanks 
from the government? Do they get commendation? No. They got slapped with a one-size-fits-all 
approach that does not work for Cairns and does not work for other places around Queensland either.  

Lockout laws can cause violence by forcing people on to the streets earlier in the night and 
creating frustration for people who cannot re-enter venues. The LNP’s safe night out policy was a 
comprehensive, funded package of initiatives that should have been given more time to show that it 
was working. It was working. It had very good early signs. All members opposite should take a good 
look at themselves because the policies they are implementing are destroying jobs, destroying income 
for people who work in the industry and destroying income for businesses in our entertainment 
precincts. Just remember what the member for Stafford said—‘Lockouts do absolutely zero to take 
away alcohol-induced violence.’ Stand with the member for Stafford and vote for this motion. 
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